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Introduction: The field data for the first Swiss national forest inventory (lfi,ch) has been collected in 
the years 1983-1985. From its very beginning the inventory has been designed as a statistical 
inventory with permanently installed sample plots. This concept goes back to the origins and ideas of 
sustainable development of forests and the related need for forest inventory, the méthode de contrôle 
introduced in the years 1870 in the forests of Couvet near Neuchâtel by Henry Biolley. 

Materials and methods: We emphasise on the demonstration of the various services provided by the 
today national forest inventory for the national and sub-national sector policy, the forest research and 
the public, and we illustrate why the inventory includes not only the continuous re-measurement of 
terrestrial plots, but also the processing of airborne remote sensing data, interview surveys with the 
forest service and an assessment of the forest road network. 

The Swiss national forest inventory is established as a research program of the national research 
institute and co-funded by the national office for the environment, and the program’s activities include 
the continuous development of the inventory and the inventory related methods, and the academic 
training and teaching. On the poster, we present an overview over the current research topics and 
recent scientific results and output. 
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